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ENTOMOLOGY . — A new Schematiza on Cordia in Trinidad ( Coleoptera : Chryso - 
melidae). 1 H. S. Barber, Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine. 


A third request for specific identification 
of a galerucine beetle destructive to Cordia 
macrostachya in Trinidad requires proposal 
of a new specific name. The two previous 
samples received in 1944 and 1945 were 
compared with old samples of Schematiza 
lateralis presented to the National Museum 
by Godman and Salvin from the “Biologia” 
collection and were found distinct as herein 
noted; but parallel samples sent for identi- 
fication from Trinidad to England were 
reported under the name of that Central 
American species, which displays rather 
distinctive characters. This tropical genus 
may be as complex, and the species as 
difficult to distinguish, as is our closely re- 
lated genus Galerucella, in which similar 
forms or species seem more easily recog- 
nized by their host associations than by any 
characters visible in preserved specimens. 
Such data for tropical forms however, are, 
rarely available. 

The genonym Schematiza was proposed 
by Chevrolat, 1837 (Catalt. Coleopt. Coll. 
Dejean, 3d ed., p. 401; p. 377 of the “1833” 
edition), including one previously described 
species, Lycus laevigatus Fabricius, 1801, 
and nomina nuda for five other species. Its 
citation as a nomen nudum by Sherborn, 
1930 (Index Animalium, p. 5789), and by 
Neave, 1930 (Nomenclator Zoologicus 4: 
130), seems misleading. Guerin, 1844 (Icon. 
Regne Animal, Ins., p. 303), adopted the 
name from the Dejean catalogue but stated 
his uncertainty as to generic relationship of 
the five species he named as new, with the 
species in the Dejean collection. Chevrolat, 
1845 (in D’Orbigny, Diet. Hist. Nat. 6: 5), 
cites C. marginata Fabricius as type of 
Schematiza , but as this name was not orig- 
inally included and no such species seems 
traceable in recent catalogues, it must have 
been a lapsus . Blanchard, 1845 (Hist. Ins. 
2: 190), offers a description of Schematiza 
Chevrolat without mention of any species. 
Chevrolat, 1848 (in D'Orbigny, Diet. Hist. 
Nat. 11: 413), again treats the genus with 
Lycus laevigatus Fabricius and the five 

1 Received March 28, 1947. 


nomina nuda as originally listed. The num- 
ber of described species grew to 19 listed by 
Gemminger and Harold, 1876, in the 
Munich catalogue and 32 listed by Weise, 
1924, in the Junk catalogue, the former 
ascribing the genus to Blanchard, 1845, and 
the latter to Guerin, 1844, with lycoides 
Guerin, 1844, cited as genotype. Under the 
Code, Schematiza Chevrolat is valid in 
Dejean, 1837, and Lycus laevigatus Fa- 
bricius, 1801, the only described species there 
available and automatically its genotype, is 
now designated type of the genus. 

Schematiza laevigata (Fabricius) 

Lycus laevigatus Fabricius, Syst. El. 2: 117. 1801. 
Homalisus laevigatus Schoenherr, Syn. Ins. 1 (pt. 

3): 77. 1817. 

Schematiza axillaris Dejean, Cat. Coleopt. Coll. 

Dejean, 3d ed. : 402. 1837. 

? Schematiza axillaris Guerin, Icon. Regne. Animal, 

Insects: 304. 1844. 

This species seems to be lost from recent 
catalogues. It was described as black with 
thoracic margin and a basal elytral line rusty, 
the elytra smooth, the body small, the anten- 
nae compressed and wholly black, and the 
habitat data as “in America meridionalis. D. 
Smidt. Mus. D. Lund.” The name laevigatus 
Fabricius, 1801, is listed in Homalisus by 
Schoenherr, 1817, and by Sturm, 1826 (Catal. 
meiner Ins. Sammlung, p. 153), the latter 
changing its habitat to Brazil. I have failed to 
trace the name beyond 1837 where axillaris 
Dejean attained nomenclatorial status by its 
publication as a new name for laevigatus ■! 
Fabricius, and 1844, where Guerin suggested 
that his “new species” axillaris from Cayenne 
might be conspecific with laevigatus F. as now 
again seems probable. A specimen from the 
Wickham collection labeled “Bartica, Dem- 
erara, R. J. Crew” agrees with the descriptions 
of both laevigatus and axillaris. Mequignon, 
1934 (Bull. Soc. Ent. France 39: 171-172), ex- 
plains that Smidt resided in the Danish West 
Indian island of St. Thomas and assumes this to 
be the type locality of two problematic species 
of Chelonarium, but in similar problems in- 
volving types from Smidt the ports made en 
route to and from his objective must be con- 
sidered. Delay in these ports might have per- 
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mitted him to collect there for the museums of 
Messrs. Lund and Sehestedt. 

Schematiza lateralis Jacoby 

Jacoby, 1887 (Biol. Centr.-Amer., Coleopt., 
6 (pt. 1): 498), adopts Schematiza (Chevrolat) 
Blanchard, 1845, with comments on included 
forms so similar to Galerucella as to suggest 
assignment there. Among his eight new species 
S. lateralis is described (p. 499) from “Mexico, 
Oaxaca (Salle), and Panama, Volcdn de 
Chiriqui, Bugaba (Champion)/ 7 mentioning 
many specimens but designating no type local- 
ity or holotype. Four of the specimens col- 
lected by Champion on the Volcan de Chiriqui 
were presented to the United States National 
Museum. One of these specimens does not 
agree with Jacoby’s description and is ob- 
viously specifically distinct from the other 
three. Lest the Oaxaca cotype be also found 
specifically distinct, the type locality of lateralis 
is now designated as the Volcan de Chiriqui. 
In these three cotypes a rather strong costa, 
prominent, enough above the submarginal 
sulcus to obscure the marginal costa in direct 
dorsal aspect, runs almost straight from 
humerus to apical fifth of elytra where it curves 
strongly inward ending near middle of apex. 
This costa, the pale submarginal elytral vitta, 
the shape of the pronotum, the black median 
pronotal vitta and the narrower, more parallel 
form are peculiarities of lateralis not found in 


the species from Trinidad which has been mis- 
identified as lateralis but which may be known 
as follows: 

Schematiza cordiae, n. sp. 

Opaque, fuscous, depressed, elongate oval, 
sides arcuate, length 6-7.5 mm, width 3-3.6 
mm. 

Pronotum twice as wide as long, sides ex- 
panded and strongly arcuate, surface broadly 
impressed at lateral fourths and narrowly over 
occiput. Elytra smooth, evenly convex from 
within the prominent marginal costa to the 
elevated sutural costa, showing no vestige of 
submarginal costa characteristic of lateralis; 
sculpture and vestiture fine and dense. An- 
tennae slightly thickened near middle, tapering 
apically, not flattened. Sexes extremely similar. 

Described from T6 specimens labeled “on 
black sage, St. Augustine, Trinidad, B. W. I. 
May 2, 1944. A. M. Adamson, collector, 
4070.” 

Host plant. — Cordia macrostachya. 

Holotype male and 12 paratypes, U.S.N.M. 
no. 58362. 

Three paratypes returned to F. J. Simmonds 
in Trinidad. A similar sample now referred to 
this species consists of 31 specimens labeled “on 
Cordia cylindrostachya, Caracas, D. F., Vene- 
zuela, Oct. 4, 1939, C. H. Ballou, No. 934.” 
Eight specimens from St. Vincent seem to 
represent a very closely related species. 


ENTOMOLOGY . — New North American species and new assignments in the genus 
Chionodes (Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae) } J. F. Gates Clarke, Bureau of En- 


tomology and Plant Quarantine. 

The purpose of this paper is to assign 
certain species of North American gele- 
chiids, the generic position of which was not 
determined by Busck, and to describe some 
of a large number of hitherto unnamed spe- 
cies in this family that have been accumu- 
lating at the United States National Mu- 
seum. In Busck’s paper 1 2 he did not recog- 
nize some of Annette F. Braun's^ and E. 
Meyrick's species and therefore did not as- 
sign them to their proper genera. I have 
examined some of these and will assign 

1 Received February 4, 1947. 

2 Busck, A., Restriction of the genus Gelechia 
( Lepidoptera : Gelechiidae ) , with descriptions of new 
species. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus. 86.* 574. 1939. 


them to the appropriate genera in this and 
subsequent papers. 

Genus Chionodes Hiibner 
Chionodes nigrobarbata (Braun), n. comb. 

Gelechia nigrobarbata Braun, Can. Ent. 57 : 125. 
1925. 

Chionodes occlusa (Braun), n. comb. 
Gelechia occlusa Braun, Can. Ent. 57: 126. 1925. 

Chionodes permacta (Braun), n. comb. 
Gelechia permacta Braun, Can. Ent. 57 : 126. 1925. 

Chionodes asema, n. sp. 

Figs. 6-6c, 15 

Labial palpus with second segment ocherous 


